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Michigan plants would be spared under a new Ford plan, "The Way Forward," that outlines five plant 

closures and a loss of 7,500 jobs or about 6 percent of the company's work force in North America.  

 

Ford Wixom, long rumored to be at the top of any closure strategy, would be untouched by the plan, 

details of which were reported by the Wall Street Journal and are still not finalized. The plant might be 

used to build the new Lincoln Continental and another Lincoln sedan, the Journal speculated.  

 

"I suspect that the sheer size of that plant gives them (production) options," said Jim McTevia, principal 

of McTevia & Associates, a financial and management consulting firm in Bingham Farms.  

 

"It's easy to have doom and gloom because of what the auto industry is going through, but Michigan 

and metro Detroit, in particular, have got some very talented workers, and I suspect that, when it comes 

to Wixom, they're thinking 'it's in our own back yard, we have some very talented people and if we can't 

make it in our own back yard with these ingredients, we should get out of the car business.' "  

 

The Journal reported that Ford is likely to close assembly plants in St. Louis, Atlanta and St. Paul, Minn. 

along with an engine-parts plant in Windsor, Ontario, and a truck-assembly plant in Cuautitlan, Mexico. 

The story cited two unidentified people familiar with the plans.  

 

"Mr. Ford (Chairman William Clay Ford Jr.) said we will have a plan to share in late January, and until 

then we have nothing to announce and all such reports at this time are purely speculative," Ford 

spokeswoman Anne Marie Gattari told The Oakland Press.  

 

Officials in St. Louis and Georgia said they have not heard any news of pending closures.  

 

"First, I would point out that Ford itself declined to comment, so at this point that's speculation, so at 

this point I don't have a comment on it," said UAW spokesman Paul Krell.  

 

The report comes a day after Ford said sales of its Ford, Lincoln and Mercury brands fell 18 percent in 

November, and it said it would produce 2.5 percent fewer vehicles in North America in the fi rst quarter 

than it did last year.  



 

"The same story indicated there's going to be a plant closed in Windsor and I saw in the Economist 

(magazine) that one of the big things people are touting are the legacy costs and health insurance here; 

they are having problems and they don't have that (high cost) in Canada, yet they're closing a plant 

there ..." McTevia mused.  

 

"I don't want to crack open the champagne yet, because there is a lot of cutting in Ford's future," said 

Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson, noting he would be very pleased if the Wixom plant were 

spared. "Wixom is considered one of the most high tech in Ford's portfolio, and, hopefully, (it will) keep 

it open and keep workers employed.    

 

"I think the product, facility, proximity ... and I think the fact that they invested hundreds of millions in 

upgrading the technology, that helps," Patterson added.  

 

The January restructuring plan will be the latest in a series of shake-ups and costcutting moves at the 

Dearborn-based automaker, which reported a third-quarter loss of $284 million. In North America, it lost 

$1.2 billion before taxes.  

 

Ford said it plans to build 850,000 vehicles in North America in the fi rst quarter, down 2.5 percent from 

a year ago. The company will increase car production, while decreasing truck and SUV production.  

 

Thursday's sales numbers showed strong demand for the new Ford Fusion, Mercury Milan and Lincoln 

Zephyr sedans and a 46-percent increase in sales of the Ford Freestyle crossover. Sales of Ford trucks 

and sport utility vehicles slipped 22 percent, led by a 52-percent decline in sales of the newly redesigned 

Ford Explorer SUV.  

 

Wixom Assembly Plant information  

 

EMPLOYMENT  

 

* Current total employment: 1,830  

* Hourly: 1,663  

* Salaried: 167 PRODUCTION HISTORY  

* Current products: Ford GT, Lincoln Town Car  

* Year opened: 1957  

* Site size in acres: 320  

* Plant size in square feet: 4,700,000 Source: Ford Motor Co. 


